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				At a theater in San Francisco, 1,500 people stood in line for three and a half hours to see Star Wars, but the theater could seat only 800. Up and down the long waiting line, scalpers were taking reservations for seeing Star Wars two days in advance.

					Reports were that the film, which cost more than nine million dollars to make, broke even after its first week in release.

					Motion picture trade magazines predicted that Star Wars will become the all-time, top-grossing picture in box office history, beating out such blockbusters as Jaws, The Godfather, Gone with the Wind and The Sound of Music.

					What makes Star Wars such a phenomenally popular motion picture? What is the secret behind its unprecedented success? 
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				The Secret of Star Wars’ Popularity
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				What’s it about? And who is the driving force behind it?

				The New Hollywood

					George Lucas, who wrote and directed Star Wars, belongs to a whole new generation of talented filmmakers in Hollywood. His first professional fea-ture motion picture was “THX-7738,” which was an expanded version of the prize-winning film he produced while a cinema-tography student at the University of Southern California.

					Then, in 1973, Lu-cas directed and co-wrote the enormously successful and critically acclaimed American Graffiti. This film has been hailed as the movie about American teenage life and rituals in the post-World War II years.

					The crowning achievement, however, in the short, fantasti-cally successful career of George Lucas has been Star Wars.

				The Script Nobody Wanted

				The idea for a space fantasy began to germinate in the fertile mind of George Lucas as early as 197. A few years and some four total rewrites of the script later, he was ready to take his idea to Hollywood. But studio after studio turned the script down! At a time when Hollywood was churning out vulgarity, gore and sex, an idea like Star Wars just didn’t seem to have the necessary elements for box office success.

					For example, it contained no profanity beyond an occasional 
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				“hell” or the like. There’s no flinching violence. And there’s not a single sex scene!

					But Twentieth Century-Fox took a gamble and agreed to produce the film.

				Good, Clean Adventure

				Star Wars was designed by Lucas to be a good, clean adventure film for the entire family. In the studio’s press kit, the canned “review” of Star Wars begins with this quotation:

				I have wrought my simple plan

				If I give some hour of joy.

				To the boy who’s half a man,

				Or the man who’s half a boy.

				—Arthur Conan Doyle’s preface to The Lost World.

				And the studio has a point. What boy who’s half a man, or what man who’s half a boy, never dreamed about blasting off into space to uncharted corners of the universe? Or what girl who’s half a woman, or what woman who’s half a girl, never dreamed about being a beautiful princess who is rescued from the evil warlord by a dashing prince charming?

					Well, Star Wars was made for these kinds of people. It’s a razzle-dazzle family movie, just as George Lucas conceived it to be. He has created an imaginative entertainment experience that is transporting audiences out of the theater and into an unknown galaxy, thousands of light-years from earth.

					To Lucas, the motion picture medium is the most magnificent toy ever invented, and which he so adroitly manipulates to express his own fantasies, project his own nightmares and dreams, and to indulge in his own whimsies and secret desires. And the audiences love every minute of it!

					Star Wars uses practically every technical wizardry known to modern film making (plus a few specially invented ones, for good measure) to blend the not so polished hardware of modern space adventure with the romantic fantasies of sword and sorcery

				Fun and Fantasy

				“It’s fun—that’s the word for this movie,” described Lucas. 
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				“Young people today don’t have a fantasy life anymore; not the way we did. All they’ve got is Kojak and Dirty Harry. There are all these kids running around wanting to be killer cops. All the films they see are movies of disasters and insecurity and realistic violence.”

					Star Wars grew out of George Lucas’ love affair with the Flash Gordon serials that were produced in the generation before him. But young George Lucas caught up with them on television reruns. Through these serials, plus books and comic books, he became a great fan of science fiction and space fantasy.

					“I’ve always loved things like Camelot and Treasure Island,” Lucas explained. “I’ve always loved adventure movies. Since the westerns died there hasn’t been any mythological fantasy realm available to young people, which is what I grew up on.”

					He went on to tell how he wanted to make an action mov-ie—one in outer space like Flash Gordon used to be—ray guns, running around in spaceships, shooting at each other.

					“I knew I wanted to have a big battle in outer space, a sort of dogfight thing,” he said. “I wanted to make a movie about an old man and a kid. And I knew I wanted the old man to be a real old man and have a sort of teacher-student relationship with the kid. I wanted the old man to also be like a warrior. I wanted a princess, too, but I didn’t want her to be a passive damsel in distress.”

					And so it came to pass that George Lucas, inspired by the likes of Flash Gordon, The Wizard of Oz, and other classics, accomplished in a grand way the things he had set out to do. For Star Wars has succeeded as a space fantasy that has been just as enthusiastically received by non-science-fiction aficionados as by hard-core sci-fi freaks. The galactic world of Star Wars is one that people on this earth have never been to, but it’s a world they may have encountered when years ago they dreamed about running away and having adventures that no one else had ever had.

				The Great Galactic Adventure

				Star Wars is a romantic tale about a young naive boy and a beau-tiful, spirited princess. It is an odyssey from farm boy innocence 
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				to battlefield maturity and knowledge. It revives the concept of respecting the wisdom and place of elders, and reenacts the timeless cycle of passing the sword from one generation to the next. And it all happens in a world that existed far away and long ago, where the impossible is possible, and love and goodness triumph over evil.

					The story follows the adventures of young Luke Skywalker (does the similar sounding names of “Luke” and “Lucas” suggest that Luke Skywalker is really George Lucas in disguise?). Luke is played by actor Mark Hamill, in his motion picture debut.

					We follow Luke through exotic worlds uniquely different from our own, beginning at the small arid planet of Tatooine. From there, on the dusty Tatooine farm of his uncle Owen (Phil Brown) and his aunt Beru Lars (Shelagh Fraser), Luke plunges into an extraordinary intergalactic search for the kidnapped rebel, Princess Leia Organa (Carrie Fisher), from the planet Alderaan.

					Luke is guided into this daring mission by Ben “Obi-wan” Kenobi (Alec Guinness), the last of the Jedi Knights, who were the guardians of peace and justice in the old days before the “dark times” came to the galaxy.

				In a sleazy cabaret, a hangout for a nightmarish assortment of outlaw space creatures, Luke and Kenobi hire the dashing but cynical Han Solo (Harrison Ford) to pilot them through space aboard his Corellian pirate starship, the Millennium Falcon.

				With Solo comes an unlikely copilot named Chewbacca (Peter Mayhew). “Chew” is a Wookie—a race of tall anthropoids with monkey-like faces, bodies covered with long hair, and large blue eyes. In some ways, Chew resembles the lion in The Wizard of Oz. But then, too, he looks like he might have come from The Planet of the Apes.

				In the beginning of the story, we meet the robots, See-Threepio (C-3PO) and Artoo-Detoo (R2-D2). Threepio is a gold-plated hu-manoid that very much resembles a luxury version of the Tin Man from The Wizard of Oz. Artoo, on the other hand, is an innocent, childlike robot that resembles a globe-topped trash receptacle on wheels. Threepio speaks in an undisguised and quite proper 
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				British accent, while Artoo communicates audibly through a series of bleeps, whirs and whines. These two are the Laurel and Hardy of the new age of science fiction films, for sure!

				Threepio is played by British actor Anthony Daniels, and Artoo is played by fellow countryman, Kenny Baker, who stands three feet, eight inches tall.

				This incredible assortment of misfits ultimately make battle with Grand Moff Tarkin (Peter Cushing), the wicked Governor of the Imperial Outland regions, and with Darth Vader (David Prowse), the malevolent Dark Lord of the Sith, who uses super-natural powers to aid Governor Tarkin in the destruction of the rebellion against the oppressive Galactic Empire.

				In the space battle of Yavin, Luke hurls with dizzying speed into a terrifying climactic space battle over the huge man-made planet destroyer called the Death Star.

				But the real hero of Star Wars is the unseen supernatural power that created and binds together the universe—the Force. In the final analysis, Star Wars is a classic tale of the people of the Force (the good guys), led by Luke and Kenobi, his mentor, against the bad guys—the occultic Darth Vader and the evil rulers of the Galactic Empire.

				Why Is Star Wars So Popular?

				The question is an interesting one, because the fascination of Star Wars lies beneath its obvious surface of good, clean entertainment for the entire family.

				Darth Vader is one good reason for the film’s popularity. Darth is the personification of all that is evil. No excuses are given for his evil nature, no rationalizations. It can’t be blamed on his rela-tionship with his father, nor has his environment fostered hostile, aggressive tendencies. Darth is evil because he wants to be, and for this reason the audiences can boo and hiss him for what he is. He is the arch-villain and therefore deserves to incur the wrath of the audiences.

				Just as evil is clearly depicted in Star Wars, so is goodness! This is the first movie in a long while where the good guys win, and everybody who is a good guy lives happily ever after; or until 
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				the sequel to Star Wars is made, that is.

				The Search for Reality

				George Lucas, because he wrote and directed Star Wars, probably knows more about his film than anyone. But I wonder if, as he says, people really like the film because it allows them to live out childhood fantasies. Perhaps the opposite is true. Perhaps the youth of today, especially, see the world they are living in as artificial, a fantasy, if you will, and really want to find reality. Star Wars gives them a glimpse of reality—a hope for something more meaningful than the fantasy of everyday life so many people are living.

				Now let me explain this. The world we live in is filled with fantasies just waiting for people to act them out. For example, the idea that the accumulation of things, and especially money, can bring true and lasting happiness is sheer fantasy. The playboy philosophy that a sex-centered life-style can bring true and lasting happiness is a deceptive fantasy, too. Does dope bring real happi-ness to a person’s life? Or alcohol? You can make your own list 

				I believe the young people of today are becoming wise to these deceptions. They’ve seen too many frustrated if not ruined lives of people who searched in the wrong places for reality.

				The values and morals of today are fabricating a fantasy society in America—an escape from reality. But young people of today want to find reality, and they’re looking everywhere to find it. Star Wars is a fantasy with a message about reality. It says to the viewer, “Listen! There’s something better in life than wallowing in the mud of pornography, dope, materialism and vain philosophies. You have a higher calling—a calling to be somebody, to do something. You have a date with destiny. You have potential in you that you haven’t begun to develop. There is a Force in the universe that you need to be plugged into. It’s a power that is the source of goodness and justice. 

				It’s a power that can take a failure of a person and make him a success, a miserable person and make him joyful, and a wasted person and give him purpose.”

				That’s what Star Wars is saying to the people of America, and 
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				that’s why they are seeing it, and some of them again and again.

				Star Wars is a prophetic parable which, as this book explains, can change your life for the better! You, too, can know and experi-ence the real secret behind the irresistible attraction of Star Wars.

				* * * * *
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